VIRGINIA WINE WINS BLIND TASTING 
at great meadow mAY 22-23
The Plains, VA — A little rain didn’t deter Virginia Wine Lovers as they made their way to The Wine Festival at The Plains last weekend at Great Meadow. Guests got to taste 250 “best of the best” artisan wines from the farm wineries of Virginia, including reserve wines that seldom make it out of the tasting room and several wineries who rarely participate in festivals. 

A favorite feature of the event was the seminars, which were packed to standing room only all day both days. 

· Guests learned the basics of wine tasting in a “Wine 101” session led by Carl Henrickson of the Farm Wineries Council. 

· Aspen Dale Winery’s winemaker, Shay McNeal, brought exotic taste treats for the crowd, who got to see how different cheeses, meats, herbs and exotic treats like pheasant, bison and chocolate changes the flavor of wine in the “Elasticity of Wine” pairing seminar.

· Charlie Adler, Director of TasteDC and author of “I Drink on The Job” wowed the crowd with his whimsical stories and discussions of food and wine.

· The surprise of the day happened in the “Virginia versus The World” seminar led by Brandon Walsh of Hosted Wine Tasting.  Wines from California and New Zealand were brought in for this special blind tasting. Wines of the same varietals were selected to go up against them from the show floor. All of the wines were sealed in brown paper bags to hide their identity. Then they were poured to everyone in the crowd. 

· In the Viognier category, Virginia’s Delaplane Cellars 2008 Viognier was voted the favorite and easily wiped out the competition, Oak Grove CA Viognier 2008 on both days. 

· In the Merlot Category, two Virginia wineries fared well against a California favorite. On Saturday Virginia’s Miracle Valley Vineyards Merlot 2008 tied against Coastline Central Coast CA Merlot 2008. On Sunday Virginia’s Aspen Dale Winery Merlot 2008 won hands down against Coastline Central Coast CA Merlot 2008.
The Spring Wine Festival at The Plains was sponsored by the Farm Wineries Council, Great Meadow Foundation and The Washington Examiner. 
September 11-12 are the dates for the next big wine event at Great Meadow - The Wine Festival at the Plains and the 25th annual Commonwealth Cup of Polo. For a full schedule of activities at the event and to purchase discount tickets online, please visit the event website at www.winefestivalattheplains.com.
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