
Meandering out into the country in search of good wine has 
become a passion for Washingtonians. And, it turns out ... 
it’s not just about wine. It’s environmental stewardship. It’s 
carbon footprint consciousness. It’s supporting local farms 
first. And, it’s preserving Virginia’s pristine farmland.

As the grand old Commonwealth farms go up for sale, they 
often get sucked into the urban sprawl of the city by housing 
developers. Why? The value of land has outpaced the value 
of the original crops around the Nation’s Capital. When a 
farm changes hands it’s pretty near impossible to sustain a 
mortgage on those large pieces of ground in agricultural use 
at today’s land value prices. 

Enter the golden goose crop ... wine grapes. Vineyards are 
proving to be one of the few successful crops in Virginia 
that are able to sustain rural land in agricultural use. 

Vineyards can be extablished in relatively small acreage, 
making it possible to secure the rural destiny of 20, 50 
and 100 acre parcels in some of the most gorgeous rolling 
country settings you’ll ever find.

Virginia’s vineyards are small compared to the big western 
industrial operations. Most of the commonwealth wineries 
are mom & pop operations, managed by a couple with a 
passion for preserving the land and creating an exceptional 
product. 

In Virginia, wine is typically made in very small batches 
and grapes are meticulously monitored and cared for from 
bud break through sale in an earth-friendly organic fashion 
- all by hand.
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Over the past few years, Virginia wineries have been getting 
serious attention from national wine media and collectors. 
The small batch model has also attracted some of the world’s 
best winemakers who have lent their expertise to create 
some very nice, handcrafted “boutique” or “artisan” wines. 

Are vineyards really the golden goose capable of protecting 
Virginia’s increasingly scarce farm land? Ask a vintner and 
he might hesitate. There are a lot of extra hurdles and 
expenses Virginia wine entrepreneurs go through getting 
their products to people. 

Most of Virginia’s farm 
wineries are so small that they 
are unable to take advantage 
of economies of scale. They 
pay higher prices for the 
bottles, corks, labels and such 
they need to turn grapes into 
saleable products.

Virginia wineries also have 
a hard time establishing a 
viable distribution network. 
Huge industrial wineries in other regions can bottle their 
products then book a distributor to deliver them all out 
to the big chain restaurants and grocery stores. When 
a Virginia winery tries to sell their small quantity to a 
distribution company, many just laugh. It’s just not worth 
it to them to service such small suppliers.

Virginia’s farm wineries do enjoy legislation that enables them 
to sell their products from a tasting room on the farm. They 
also have the ability to temporarily move their tasting room 
to a remote location where they can market their products 
at wine events or farmers markets. That’s why Virginia has 
so many wine festivals. A makeshift distribution system also 
allows wineries to sell and deliver products directly to local 
shops and restaurants they find who don’t mind processing 
an extra order to carry local products.

So ... are vineyards really the golden goose crop capable 
of protecting Virginia’s increasingly scarce farm land? Ask 
any guest you find at a winery and you’ll hear a resounding 
“yes”. There’s an incredibly strong support mentality among 
the fans of Virginia’s vineyards. They go wandering through 
Virginia wine country to support the cause. And, oh, by the 
way, they’re also finding some very nice wine.
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Rappahannock County, VA
Experience India - Taste Virginia

Authentic Indian food complimented by Virginia wines.
Free Tasting for Two with this ad

www.narmadawinery.com      540-937-8215

           Escape to the Blue Ridge Mountains
             Open daily at 14437 Hume Road, Huntly, VA
             Phone 540.635.9398
             Fax 540.635.8720

             www.rappahannockcellars.com

BRIGHT MEADOWS
          FARM

     
VINEYARD & WINERY

www.brightmeadows.com 
1181 Nathalie Road  |  Nathalie VA 24577  |  (434) 349-WINE

America Wines from American Vines

                        in Virginia’s Monticello Appellation

  434-263-6100   www.delfossewine.com

Nestled in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the Unicorn 
Winery specializes in producing premium Virginia varietal wines.

Best kept secret west of D.C.

New Owners!
489 Old Bridge Road

Amissville, Virginia 20106  
(540) 349-5885 

www.unicornwinery.com
WINERY HOURS:12:00 - 5:00 (Weekdays) 

11:00 - 6:00 (Saturday and Sunday)
Extended deck hours till 9:00pm first Fri. 

of each month, April - September

Oct. 17 & 18 
9th AnnuAl FAll FestivAl

Wine Tasting, Food, 
Live Music, Lots of Fun!

Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
relax on the deck, take in the scenery 

and picnic on the banks of the 
Rappahannock river.

Open Mon-Fri-12p-5pm weekends 11am-6pm

            FREE TASTING FOR TWO

www.unicornwinery.com 
489 Old Bridge Rd, Amissville | 540-534-5885 

Experience the fusion of European traditional 
winemaking style and quality of fine Virginia 

grapes at Molon Lave Vineyards.

www.molonlavevineyards.com
10075 Lees Mill Rd in Warrenton

Phone (540) 439-5460

Fine quality new world wines
paired with “old world” atmosphere

and breathtaking views.

MEDITERRANEAN CELLARS

www.mediterraneancellars.com
8295 Falcon Glen Road in Warrenton s 540-428-1984

Meet me in The Blue Ridge!
www.rebecwinery.com

434.946.5168

Bedford’s newest premier 
winery, nestled in the 

foothills of the Blue Ridge. 
Our dream come true!

1343 Wingfield Drive
Goode VA

540-586-4066
www.leograndewinery.com

www.williamsburgwinery.com

–Kevin Zraly, America’s most famous wine educator OPEN DAILY FOR TOURS & TASTINGS

 “…some of the best wines in the world.”

 5800 Wessex Hundred, Williamsburg, VA 23185 | 757-229-0999
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www.humevineyards.com


